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5 Election Season Observation 
 
5.2 Monitoring Mail-In Absentee Voting 
One of the reasons absentee voting has previously been limited is because it is inherently insecure, 
enabling ghost voters and ballot box stuffing, political pressure and intimidation, vote buying and 
selling, and other forms of fraud. When it was limited primarily to soldiers and diplomats on duty 
for the US government, plus very limited exceptions for individuals with provable need, the risks 
were deemed acceptable; but with the introduction of widespread and sometimes universal postal 
voting, gaps in security can be easily exploited to alter election outcomes. 
 
Because postal voting occurs in private, malpractice is difficult to monitor and control. A spouse 
or relative in an abusive relationship, or workers on a farm or in a factory, or the elderly and 
patients confined in a care facility, may be forced to apply for an absentee ballot, and then be 
forced to vote the ballot for a particular candidate or party, all out of sight of monitors or law 
enforcement officials. In Florida, photo ID is required for early in-person or election day voting, 
but not required for postal voting, enabling impersonation. 
 
Controlling abuse in the home is difficult, but some deterrence can be expected from public 
education on the right to vote in secret and to vote your conscience; with a contact number or 
hotline provided to report abuse. For large farms, factories, businesses, and especially care homes; 
visit (or recruit a patriot insider) and ask the following questions: 
 

1. Has anyone asked or required or offered to help you apply for an absentee ballot? 
2. Has anyone offered to help you fill in an absentee ballot? 
3. Has anyone tried to force or to pay you to vote a particular way? 

 
Answers to these questions will help you determine if there is a possibility that organized vote 
fraud is occurring in the location. 
 
Regrettably, homes for the elderly and those requiring cognitive care are particular targets for vote 
thieves, so it may be important to recruit patriot insiders in these institutions who can monitor and 
record the activities of people offering to “help” with applications or voting. The best deterrent for 
this form of theft, which is a felony, is to ensure the thieves know we are watching, and know they 
will go to prison if caught. 
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